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ever, as long as the Bolsheviks were a minority in the Soviets their work should be limited to propaganda on behalf of the So\iet form of government, that is, Lenin did not advocate the immediate seizure of power by the Soviets. (5) Administration through Soviets at every level was the aim. The establishment of a parliamentary republic would be "a step backwards." The Soviet state would have no police, no army? and no bureaucracy—a theme to which Lenin returned frequently and which he developed at considerable length five months later in a celebrated little volume The State and the Revolution, (6) The agrarian program, which was to be administered by Soviets of Agricultural Laborers' (batraki) Deputies, called for the nationalization of all land, the expropriation of large estates, and the organization of large model farms financed from public funds. (7) All banks must be immediately merged into a single national bank controlled by the Soviets. (8) The "immediate goal" was not " 'the introduction' of socialism but immediate transition to control by Soviets of Workers' Deputies over social production and distribution." (9) The Bolshevik Party must convoke without delay a part}7 congress, amend its program, and change its name from "social-democratic" to "communist/' (10) The final point dealt with the rebuilding of the International.
The April Theses, especially the points dealing with the non-sup port of the Provisional Government, rejection of defensive war, and transition to the socialist stage of the revolution, ran contrary to the accepted dogmas of Russian social democracy and were received with stupefaction and consternation even by Lenin's closest associates. On April 4 his program was overwhelmingly rejected by the Petrograd committee of the Bolshevik Party (13 votes to 1, with 1 abstention), and on April 8 Pravda wrote editorially that Lenin's proposals were unacceptable in so far as they were based on an erroneous interpretation of the revolution (immediate transition to the socialist stage). The reaction outside Bolshevik circles was as contemptuous as it was hostile. A keen contemporary observer (V. B. Stankevich) noted that the opponents of Lenin were relieved: "A man who talks such nonsense is not dangerous." Plekhanov, Lenin's old mentor and erstwhile associate, but in 1917 leader of a right-wing socialist group, wrote scornfully On the Theses of Lenin, Or Why Delirium Is Sometimes Interesting. According to the most charitable view Lenin had lived too long abroad and did not understand the Russian situation; be

